Photo History 


From October 2017 
(Volume 81—Art) 


Photo History 


October 2017 
Thoughts, comments and ramblings..... 


Walking across Blackfriars bridge we were struck by the number of cranes all around us and | often take 
these shots as London changes so rapidly we forget what it looked like in a previous life.. 


Our feelings after our art gallery visits range from delight to incredulity and (where allowed) | take shots 
of ones we like and some of the (in our opinion) totally inane offerings. 


The phrase “emperors new...etc etc..” comes to mind here...see if you agree. Tate Modern has some 
very strange installations and the latest which seems to comprise a length of coloured carpet with some 
swings in The Turbine Hall is possibly one of the most stupid to date. We actually commented on our last 
visit that the empty hall was a real disgrace with so much talent around ...and then they fill it with this 
rubbish. Yes, it make a good photo but so does much of the off beat shots | take and they are not preten- 
tious like this. 


Seems like we dwell in a different world than the hanging committee. 
| have put some of these ‘art works’ and ‘installation’s in the next few pages. 


A train trip to Southampton to see The East End Artists exhibition at The City Art Gallery was good. The 
work was mostly very interesting and well displayed and they also had some very interesting other art on 
display but the day was grey and wet so we came home earlier than expected as sometimes the weather 
defeats our otherwise buoyant mood 


December 2017 
A change in the weather with a short snow fall gave us some lovely park walks although it didn't last long. 


DP came down with the kids and we enjoyed the short time they were with us and both kids have grown 
so much during the time we haven't seen them 


| am still walking approx. once a month with the lads and numbers have swelled to approx. 18 but it aver- 
ages around 11. most enjoyable walks and very varied. 


Just prior to Christmas we went to Slovenia, an area we knew nothing about. 


It was a short (three night break) and it was a really pretty area with good food. It was minus 6 but really 
sunny and we came home in time for Chitmas which is being done at Tammy & Ben’s this year and it is so 
great that he is now well enough to be able to take full part in the celebrations. They have just returned 
from Miami (Disney World) which they really enjoyed. 


We have had some great fun with our friends this year both at dinner/lunch parties and also walking with 
many of them 


Lynn is great and | am really happy that she is enjoying our foreign travels and also our walks and UK 
travels. 


We have booked South America flights for next year but will wait for Lynn’s January appointment before 
booking the hotels and countries. A working holiday is also planned for next year... so lots happening 
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We have got so 
many shots here 
over the years but it 
always looks spe- 
cial...and different 


So pleased that these trees are no longer 
threatened by that unwelcome’ Garden bs 
Bridge’ project that has now been finally (and .— a 
expensively) rejected. It would never have == 
been open to the public at all times and 
would have been a private and inaccessible 
white elephant paid mostly from the public ws 
purse 2 


These sand sculptures on 
the ‘sometimes’ beach 
below Gabriel’s Wharf has 
now become big business. 
From the lone guy we 
used to chat to, to a multi 
bucket (for tossed coins) 
operation with many guys 
competing for the prime 
spots 
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INSTANT POEMS * 


Always something new on 


offer. ...... This is great 
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...of course there was also 
the rationale that one 


could also stick it up 


where the sun fails to 

but maybe 
I’m missing the point (No 
pun intended!!) 
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Quite right...the artist encourages 
people who may think that they are 
writing all of their feelings on the 
blank paper. 


The words “Utter Boll****” comes to 
mind but possibly if | wrote this on 
this ‘art work’ they might drag me 
off. | think possibly they would be 
dragging the wrong person off...but 
then maybe I’m a Philistine with not 
an ounce of artistic feeling 


It was only when the Polish 


builder came back for his 
tools that he realised he 
had left his bricks in the 
middle of the gallery. In the 
interim he had been nomi- 
nated for a major art award 
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When Lynn and | saw this 


at its first showing ...we 


were so lucky to see it in 
both states.......”on & off” 


| Martin Creed’s Work No. 227: The lights going on and off | 
consisted of an empty room where a light bulb came on 
for five seconds and then plunged into darkness for five 
seconds. This pattern was repeated ad infinitum. It re- 
ceived the Art Fund grant of £40,000 ( Total: £122,000) 
This won the 2001 Turner Prize and one critic dubbed it 
“the worst winner of all time”. 


When he sent Work No 88........a crumpled sheet of A4 
paper, to the director of The Tate, a secretary returned 
it flattened out. 


Need I say more II! 
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Sock. 


#tB---  Kutsushita 
This artwork, by artist Bakagemashita repre- 


sents a world stepping lightly as if to pass all 
pain and knowledge on to mankind. If it can 
be seen as a subtle and philosophical insight 
into the world situation as it is now, and as it 
will become, then it is more than a mere rep- 
resentation of earlier works. It was featured 
in a preview of Utamaro’s Masterpieces Reu- 
nited at The Okado Museum of Art in Japan 


One of the artist’s 
better artistic feats 
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| personally think that the 


only good thing about these 


poor quality ‘out-of focus’ 
projected images are those 
great silhouettes of Lynn 


| think people were 


silent in case this 
creature dropped into 
their hair when the 
lights went down 


Hundreds of shots of this guy with 
his eyes closed suspended upside 
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down were really 
‘fascinating’...and guess what....... 


.. this girl left just before the 
great finale...what a shame. 
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From the viewing terrace on the 
tenth floor of the newish Blavat- 
nick wing of the Tate Modern. One 
can see Ally Pally in the north to 


Crystal Palace in the south vn ULL ME 
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oe 
MM 


17 


Southampton on a rainy Monday did not fill us with excite- 
ment but we had taken the train to see The East End Artists 


exhibition in The City art Gallery and this was very good 
- ep i ot 
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COUNTY BOROUGH ma OF SOUTHAMPTON 
WESTGATE 


THIS IMPORTANT WESTGATE 
LED DIRECTLY TO THE WEST QUAY 
WHICH FOR MANY CENTURIES WAS THE 
ONLY COMMERCIAL QUAY WHICH THE 

TOWN POSSESSED * THE GROOVES 

OF THE PORTCULLIS GATES 

AND THE APERTURES THROUGH 
WHICH THE DEFENDERS OF THE TOWN 
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AUGUST 15th 1620 
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Cecil Osborne (1909-1996) 
Sunday Morning, Farringdon Road 


Oil on canvas, 1929 


On loan from Royal Pavilion & Museums, Brighton & 


Farringdon Road 


Oil on canvas, 1930 


On loan from the Osborne family collection, 
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iter Steggles (1908-1997) 


anvas, undated 
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Iter Steggles (1908-1997) 
w Bridge 


This is his 
original 
sketch prior 
to painting 
the above 
picture 
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Elwin Hawthorne (1905-1954) | 


Photo History Demolition of Bow Brewery 


Oil on canvas, 1931 


Walter Steggles (1908-1997) 
Old Houses, Bethnal Green 


Oil on canvas, 1930 
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TO VISIT BRITAIN'S LANDMARKS 


Pax 
PAUL NASH 
KIMMERIDGE FOLLY, DORSET 


YOU CAN BE SURE OF SHELL 
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William Ratcliffe (1870-1955) 
Clarence Gardens 
Oil on canvas 


Certain parts of London 
British art during the in 


groups of progressive artists and exhibiting 
societies took their na 


mes and subject matter 
from their immediate 


surroundings. The Camden 
Town Group was named after a drab working- 


ded cheap lodgings and 


r for aspiring artists. The 
Fitzroy Street Group was associated with 


ry, while the studio address 
rt Bevan (1865-1925) 
supplied the label for the Cumberland Market 
Group. 


feature Prominently in 
ter-war years, Many 


A concern with realist 
urban life was a 


art of the time. c 
Walter Sickert remarked: 
serious, the m 
drawing- 


Euston, a 


vivid Post-Impressionist 


colours. 


Ruined Church 
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Wow...those eyes... 
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We were intrigued by the 


geishas in all these settings 
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Pages 19 to 34 were all on show at The South- 
ampton City Art Gallery and we enjoyed most 
of the work on show and it is great that no-one 


stopped me taking these photos 
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ve sototistory Christopher Bucklow 
Said Now, For All Time 
A major fettospective of Paintings and Photographs 


15 September 2017 — 13 January 2018 


Christopher Bucklow is one of Britain’s leading contemporary artists. His work 
is held in several major international public and private collections including The 
Museum of Modern Art, The Guggenheim and The Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York. 


This major retrospective of his work is a public invitation to explore the artist’s 
inner landscape, a phrase that he uses to describe the private realm of the studio. 
m Enormous paintings introduce characters from art history, popular culture and 

B the artist’s own mythology. Bucklow has produced three books to accompany the 
| exhibition, introducing the visitor to the labyrinth of his personal psyche. 


— 
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| apologise to anyone looking at 
the preceding photos of paintings 
etc as_ | realise that it is self- 
indulgent. If | ridicule some art as 
being totally ludicrous whilst really 
enjoying other works it is my opin- 
ion (actually, Lynn and | mostly 
enjoy the same style of art). We 
actually saw a book on sale in The 
Tate Modern entitled “Why Your 
Five Year Old Could Not Have Done 
That: Modern Art Explained” We 
felt that we should write a sequel 
entitled” Because He was Too Ma- 
ture at 5” 


Sock. 


#tB--  Kutsushita 
This artwork, by artist Bakagemashita 


represents a world stepping lightly as if to 
pass all pain and knowledge on to man- 
kind. If it can be seen as a subtle and phil- 
osophical insight into the world situation 
as it is now, and as it will become, then it 
is more than a mere representation of 
earlier works. It was featured in a preview 
of Utamaro’s Masterpieces Reunited at 
The Okado Museum of Art in Japan 


..oh, by the way ..if you liked the above work it is un- 
fortunately not on sale as Lynn wanted my socks to go 
in the wash and did not appreciate my “silly sarcasm” 


Late October 2107 we went to see: Dali and Duchamp. We found many of Dali’s work 


were very interesting and that exhibition was very good. But we followed that up with a 


Japer Jones exhibition. Another ‘no no’ in our eyes. Two paintings (?) follow 


Painting with Ruler and 
‘Gray’ 1960. 


Seriously though, this had 
the explanation alongside 
that “This painting was the 
first of John’s works to in- 
clude a ruler...” 


Lynn and | had mistakenly 
thought it was a later one 
and earlier ones had also in- 
cluded a ruler...It appears we 
were sadly mistaken 
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Whilst admiring the obvious 
talented brush strokes that 
Jasper Jones exhibited in this 
masterpiece we found the 
fact that the cleaner had left 
his used coffee mug suspend- 
ed from the painting both dis- 
respectful and utterly out of 
keeping with such a superb 
exhibition of this calibre and 
magnitude 


Sometimes we get very mixed messages from the media. The 
with gallons of beer being swigged, coincided with having its October 
launch exactly the same time as the launch 


Food and Drink 
_.”.—lU—_— oo a 


A October 2017 


We are serving a special brewed Bavarian beer and all the Oktoberfest food you love like 
Bratwurst, Schnitzel and Pretzel. 
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What is Go Sober for October? 


Go Sober for October encourages people to go booze-free for the 31 days of October and 
raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Be a Soberhero and go 31 days without alcohol this October — say no to the booze 


November 2017 DP 
‘and the kids came 
| down for a couple of 
) days and we went 
) pre-Xmas_ shopping 

on Black Friday...big 
) big mistake. Shops 
) full of rubbish and 


) crowds everywhere. 


We parted compa- 
Jny.. Beau and | 
) walked to the south 

Bank where we met 
) the girls for a pizza 
) and suddenly the day 


was great again! 
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“Penny for your 
thoughts” 


minimum 
of £1.00” 
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They forced stupid saps to queue outside Adidas to create a 
“buzz” but in reality the shop only had one customer inside 


...are we really so conditioned that we give 
added-value’ to merchandise that we per- 
ceive as must-have items.......???? 


guess so !! 
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Great sand sculptures enjoying a brief showing. | has become a 
part of the London scene 


Paddington Bear ??? No, dressed in Piccadilly 
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By St Pauls 
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ee Lunch December 2017. Lynn, Stuart, 


Maxine, Sue, Larnie and Martin 


The first snow of 2017 eS ee SGN a0 cmenUnEe | 


in December : | u call HTTP 
TOM 


Around the house 
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